io2          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Mile, de Cassini1 was the daughter of the famous
astronomer, director of the observatory. Her mobile and
lively temperament fitted with difficulty into the austere
setting of religious life, and she soon left the Congregation,
with which, nevertheless, she ever kept up friendly relations
and to which she was to return before her death. Her
presence must have left its mark in those first years of
formation, and to her may be attributed the prominent
place given to scientific geography, astronomy, and map
making, in the first programme of studies. " These are
the elements among which I have been brought up," she
would say, alleging her incapacity to teach other subjects.
One of the many services which she rendered to her Superior
was to point out with frankness that she had so far under-
estimated the capacity of Mile, de Charbonnel.
In the light of history, Emilie de Charbonnel de Jussac *
stands out as the most remarkable of all Mother Barat's
first companions, though in the beginning she gave a very
contrary impression. Indeed her arrival, as witnessed by
a curious schoolgirl hanging out of a window of an upper
story, has remained legendary. Father Varin had an-
nounced, apologetically, his acceptance of a new subject
whose sterling qualities of heart would make up somewhat
for a lack of brilliant exterior. When, however, a shy,
dowdy little woman arrived on a broken-winded white
horse, on which she had ridden some 160 miles, and begged
in embarrassed, lisping words to be admitted into the
Community, Mother Barat, for all her penetration, was
somewhat taken aback. Anxiously she entrusted the new
member with a few minor household details, and the partial
1 Hzstotre de la Vtn. Mire Madekhte Sophie Baraf, p. 84.
* Notice de la BJv. Mere de CbarbonwL    See also Quelques ILefigieuses dtt Sucre
Cwar, vol. i.